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EDITORIAL

During the Eighth Conference
of the Contracting Parties
(COP) to the Ramsar Conven-
tion, an important call to the
worldwas made to direct at-
tention to the High-Andean
wetland’s strategic ecosystem. As a response to the process initiated in the
COPS8, the “High-Andean Wetlands Conserv ation Strategy” was created and eight
Latin American countries and international and national environmental organiza-
tions, joined efforts to develop an action framew ork to promote the conservation
and wise use of these wetlands.

From the seventeen countries that are apart of the Like-Minded Megadiv erse
Group, eight are located in the Western Hemisphere and five of them are Andean
countries (Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru and Venezuela). These countries
host a variely ofwetlands that are essential habitat for numerous endemic species
like the vicufia and migratory species like the Andean flamingo.

The High-Andean w etlands provide resources and sewvices to the Andean com-
munities and are a source of water for lakes and rivers that feeds basins of global
importance like the Amazon River. Furthermore, it is important to highlight the
cultural role these ecosystems have played in the development of communities
and livelihoods, with great examples such as the culture of potato crops that has
its support in these ecosystems.

This newsletter presents the designation as a Ramsar Site of the Lucre-
Huacarpay wetlands in Peru and a cooperation agreement for the conservation of
High-Andean wetlands in Chile. This newsletter also details about the Pantanal,
social development in the Abras de Mantequilla wetiand in Ecuador and a call
from Florida, United States, to help reporting banded Roseate Spoonbills observ a-
tions.

All of us here at CREHO hope to continue generating general interest in wetlands
and fo cultivate ideas for action anong our readers. The mobilization for conser-
vation andwise use of High-Andean wetlands are essential to guarantee its conti-
nuity as cradles of biodiversily, sccial development and economic progress.

Rosa Montarnez
Ex ecutive Director
CREHO
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INTERNATIONAL SYNERGY FOR THE
PANTANAL

Recently, a meeting in Santa Cruz de la
Sierra (Bolivia) was held seeking a
greater sy nergy among the NGOs that
work for the Pantanal, a wetland of in-
ternational importance shared by Brazil,
Paraguay and Bolvia. A central goal of
this meeting was to maximize efforts
among these three countries in favour
of the consev ation of this valuable eco-
sy stem. This meeting allowed updating
information on the context and develop-
ment tendencies from a tri-national per-
spectve. In addition, joint activities
were strategically identified for the next
four years, w hich include the construc-
tion of local capacities and support for
the dev elopment of policies and for
sustainable development planning in
the Pantanal region.

The follow ing organizations participated
in the meeting: Ecology in Action
(ECOA) from Brazil, Sobrevivencia
(meaning Survival in English) from
Paraguay, Regional Studies Center for
Tarija’s Development (CERDET) from
Bolivia, Friends of the Earth from the
Netherlands and WWF, with its pro-
grams in Bolivia, Brazil and the Nether-
lands.

Pamela Rebolledo, Pantanal Program
Coordinator for WWF Bolivia, stated
that “Each participant provided updated
information on their programs and

WWEF Bolivia provided a strategic analy -

sis regarding the political and sccioeco-
nomic drivers responsible for the im-
pressive changes occurring in the Boliv-
ian Pantanal.”

Additionally, the meeting participants
recognized the urgent need to imple-
ment a strategy to gain a deep under-
standing of the main threats that directly
affect the Pantanal. It was also agreed
that a series of workshops and meet-
ings should be carried outwith the par-
ticipation of specialists in the main ar-
eas of development planned for the
Pantanal: iron and steel industry, coal
production, hy drovia and Integration of
Southamerican Regional Infrastructure
Initiative (IRSA). These workshops will
be implemented by December 2006.
The nextmeeting is planned for No-
vember 2006 and will be hosted in
Paraguay.

Among the lessons learned on behalf of
the participating institutions, it is impor-
tant to mention: that the Relationship
betw een institutions with different w ok

strategies was positv e, not only be-
cause the diversity of approaches, but
also because the conservation objec-
tives for the Pantanal can be achiev ed
jointly . The trust generated during the
joint work has even identified activities
outside the program, in which the par-
ticipating institutions hav e been in-
volved towards protecting the Pantanal
ecoregion.

For further information please contact:

Pamela Rebolledo
Pantanal Program Coordinator
Email: prebolledo@wwibolivia.org

© WWF Bolivia /Gustavo Y BARRA
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AUDUBON OF FLORIDA ASKS FOR HELP SPOTTING
ROSEATE SPOONBILLS

Audubon of Florida's Tavernier Science Center and Florida
Coastal Island Sanctuaries Program are banding Roseate

Spoonbill (Platalea ajaja) chicks in Florida Bay and Tampa
Bay, Florida, U. S. A to learn more about their distribution,
behavior and general ecological requirements.

Audubon of Florida hypothesizes that Roseate Spoonbills
can be biological indicators to assess the ecological integrity
of wetlands and other ecosystems. In Florida, Roseate
Spoonbill numbers are increasing in Tampa Bay while
sharply declining in Florida Bay, reflecting impacts of re-
gional development andw ater management. Dr. Jerty Lo-
renz, State Research Director at Audubon of Florida’s Tav-
ernier Science Center, observes, “Water management prac-
tices destroy ed spoonbill nesting efforts by flooding Florida
Bay with water from the Everglades during w hatshould have
been the winter drought dry -down.”

Audubon of Florida began banding spoonbill chicks in Flor-
ida Bay in 2003 and in Tampain 2004. Chicks are fitted with
a colored band on the mid-leg (tibia) and a USGS siver
band on the tarsus (just above the foot). Each colored band
has a unique letter and number code. Birds in Tampa Bay
are banded with red bands, while birds from Florida Bay
hav e black bands. Audubon requests that obsewers from
the southeastern United States, the Caribbean islands, Cen-
tral and South America assist the effort by reporting banded
spoonbill observations.

This project is supported by grants from the U.S. Geological - Color Band

Service, Everglades National Park, the U. S. Amy Corps of
Engineers, and the Disney Wildlife Conservation Fund.

Audubon of Florida s the state office of the National Audu-
bon Sociely, a national non-profit conserv ation organization,
working to conseve and restore natural ecosystems, focus-
ing on birds and other wildlife for the benefit of humanity and
the earth’s biological diversity.

USES Aluminum
Band
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PANTANOS DE VILLA: WILDLIFE RESERVE IN PERU

On August 2006, the Zona Reserv ada Los Pantanos de Villa (Ramsar site no. 884)w as declared the second Wildlife Re-
sewve in Peru. This declaration reinforced the legally protected status of los Pantanos de Villa and it is considered a pro-
gress in the application of the Ramsar Convention’s objectives in Peru.

The importance of this Ramsar site lies not only in the magnificent landscape scenery that hosts great biodiv ersity, such as
that of resident and migratory birds, but also in the fact that a
wise use of resources was defined.

The Pantanos de Villa are an important base for a migratory
birds as part of a netw ok of islands. It isw ell know n that this
netw ork of islands in the Peruvian coast is of great impor-
tance during the migration of birds, offering shelter and food
as “sewice stations” during long trips.

Pantanos de Villa has register in its 263.27 hectares, 209
species of resident and migratory birds, 48 superior plants,
125 algae species, 41 species of insects, 18 species of
arachnids and 13 species of fish.

-y ::;.Q_oures'ybt,u SFWS
ol e

As part of the celebrations for the Wildlife Reserv e declara-
tion, it has been reported that in the bird monitoring of September 16, 2006, the Callonetta leucophrys or Ringe Tealw as

spotted for the first ime in this area.

LAUNCH OF THE THIRD "RAMSAR T OOLKIT"

The Ramsar Handbooks for the Wise Use of Wetlands (the "Ramsar Toolkit") w ere first published in 2000 and contained
various guidelines that had been officially adopted by the Contracting Parties. Next at COP7 in San José, a handy format
with additional explanatory and illustrative material was added to the handbook, w hich made it more accessible to practitio-
ners. The 2nd edition was published in 2004 to include all of the guidance adopted by the
Parties at COP8 in Valencia

Now after COP9 in November 2005, in Kampala, Uganda, the 3rd edition of the Hand-
books is coming along very nicely. In the end, there will be 17 volumes of guidance
grouped under the "three pillars" of the Conv ention (Wise Use of Wetlands, Ramsar Sites,
and International Cooperation), and, with five completed volumes in hand, the Secretariat
has launched the series andwill add to it as quickly as they can over the nextfew months.

For more information visit http:/www.ramsar.org/lib/lib_handbooks2006_e.htm
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SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT IN THE ABRAS DE MANTEQUILLA WETLAND IN ECUADOR
By: Olga Quevedo, Coastal Environmental Management Sub-Secretariat

If we would like to describe the implementation of solutions to the sccial prob-*
lems inthe Abras de Mantequilla w etiand (Ramsar Site 1,023), we have to
say the solutions are based in the involvement of key stakeholders like the
community, governmental officials and NGO.

After the declaration as a Ramsar site in the y ear 2000, the social develop-
ment projects financed through the United Nations Dev elopment Program
(UNDP) and promoted by the Agrarian Dev elopment Foundation (FUNDAR,;
its Spanish acronym) and PROLOCAL, hav e allowed the communily to cultivate natve spemes I|ke cocoa (Theobroma ca-
cao), promoting in thisway the cultivation of a traditional specie that started to disappear in the zone, strengthening the
social bases, improving the irrigation systems and recovering biodiversity.

At the same time W o projects were developed: Eco-tourism Dev elopment Assessment and Strategy in Abras de Mante-
quilla and Impact of the Introduction of Species (Tilapia spp) in Abras de Mantequilla Wetland. Both projects w ere financed
by the Ramsar Convention, Wetlands International, and the U.S Forest Sewice and Fish and Wildlife Service.

As part of the project related to Eco-tourism, peasants from the community were trained in wildlife management, forestry,
tourism legal framework and sevice to tourists. In 2005, a three month long course took place, in order to train tourists
guides. Twenl give students representing three communily -based associations participated. The coursew as approved by
ten participants, who are now recognized by the Ecuadorian Ministry of Tourism as Community Guides in Abras de Mante-
quilla. Also, they are creating a Guides’ Association to strengthen the processes that will allow them to provide better ser-
vices to fourists.

On the other hand, the project to define the impact for the
infroduction of ex ofic fish species, identified the different ty pes
of fishing techniques the fisheman are using. Based on this
~ information and through w orkshops with the local authorities,
the fishing close season was defined from December 20 to

_ March 20 for freshw ater fish, where fishemen are only al-

Photo courtesyof Ministryof Environment, E cuador
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THE HIGH-ANDEAN WETLANDS

The High-Andean w et-
lands include those wet-
lands and wetland com-
| plex es that are part of
paramo, jakca and puna
ecosystems, as well as
other High Andean and
related ecosystems.

They form systems with a greatvariely of environments that
may include, according to their iy pe and origin: freshw ater
lakes and lagoons (glacier, volcanic and tectonic), bofedales
and peat logs (flooding or underground sources), thermal
waters and geysers (volcanic activily close to water
sources), mallines or wet prairies (with surface or under-
ground supply that gives them the category of oasis in arid
Zones).

ECOLOGIC IMPORTANCE

The wetlands and wetland complex es maintain a unique
biological diversity and are characterized by a high level of
plant and animal endemism. They are also shelters and
breeding zones for a great number of species with conserva-
tion problems, particularly migratory bird species, such as
Phoenicopterus andinus, Ph. jamesi, Netta ery thropthalma,
Theristicus melanopis, Gallinula melanops, and fish and
amphibians such as Atelopus muisca. In addition, they area
fundamental component of the habitat for highly economic
and ecological important species likevicuna, guanaco or
chinchilla.

Likewise, the Ramsar Conv ention has considered them frag-
ile ecosystems. Their high level of fragilily is related to natu-
ral causes (i.e., extensive draughts at punas), as well as
anthropic causes (i.e., unsustainable agriculture, liv estock
overgrazing, and unsustainable mining at the paramo and
puna). Many are being lost rapidly, mainly because of bad
management and lack of knowledge of their economic and
ecologic importance.

Special Topic: ™

gh-Andean Wetlands
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ECONOMIC IMPORTANCE
The High-Andean w et-
lands are an important
component of the regional _
economy. To agreat ex- WSS BEREI I
tent, they provide the fresh gt f '
water consumed by mil- & “*ﬁ

lions of inhabitants in the
Andean capital cities (Bogota, Lima, Quito, and Sucre), as
well as other highly inhabited cities like Mérida, San Cristo-
bal, Medellin, Cali, Cuenca, Truijillo, Arequipa, Cusco, El
Alto, Arica, lquique, Antofagsta, La Paz and Cochabamba.
In the puna, jalca and paramo zones the predominant activ i-
ties are mining, raising cattle, sheep and camelidae, fishing
and forest industry . At a lower altitude, sev eral crops are
grow n, mostly potato, other tubers and Andean cereals.
The High-Andean w etlands are sites of great beauty and
unique landscapes that gather a high number of endemic
species and avery valuable cultural div ersity that represents
an enormous attraction for ecotourism and scientific tourism.

CULTURAL IMPORTANCE

The High-Andean mountains have Iong been |nhab|ted by a
great variely of native cul-
tures, the most remarkable
of which is the Inca. Now a-
days cultures include
Quichua in Ecuador;
Quechua in Peru and Bo-
livia; Aymarain Argentina,
Chile, Peru and Boliia;
Coyas and Atacamefios in L &
Chile and Argentina; and the Mapuches in the Patagonian
region; aswell as the Paeces and Guanabianos in Colom-
bia. Today, the Uru, who live in the Titicaca and Poop6
lakes, with their millennial aquatic culture, have becomevery
scarce in population; one of the reasons for this is the dete-
rioration of the w etlands, which has considerably reduced
the resources that these people have traditionally used.

ira Hoyos
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ECOSYSTEM SERVICES FROM HIGH-ANDEAN WETLANDS

The central benefit provided by the High-Andean w etlands is water, as well as some of the most relevant ecosystem func-

tions and environmental sewices related to w ater resources (including water storage, flow regulation, hydroelectric genera-
tion, and others). Actually, one of the most important services is a permanent supply of drinkingw ater for human use, fresh
w ater for agricultural land irrigation, and hydroelectric generation. In fact, many cities depend on the High Andeanw etlands

due to these fundamental services.

Other environmental sewvices that should be included are: ground stability, landslide and alluvion
prev ention, maintaining environmental balance to allow the survival of unique flora and fauna spe-

cies; carbon fix ation, atmosphere purification and climate stabilization.

Itis important to mention that the services and goods provided by the High-Andean w etlands are
not unlimited, and that degradation of these ecosystems brings about the loss not only of essential
w ater resources, but also of many other benefits that such an environment offers. Therefore ifwe
are fo continue taking advantage of them, we must preserv e them, and their utilization should not

exceed a critical threshold beyond which their deterioration becomes irrev ersible.
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According to the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment, the environmental ecosystem sewices are
the benefits that people get from the ecosystems. These include supply, regulation and cultural services that directly affect
people, in addition to the services that are necessary to sustain ecological processes (support).

Ecosystem Services
Source: Ecosistemas del Milenio. Island Press, 2005.

Service Supply Service Regulation Cultural Services
Products obtained from Benefits obtained from the regulation Non-material benefits obtained from the

ecosystems processes in the ecosystems ecosystems
. Food . Climate regulation . Spiritual and religious
. Drinking w ater . Disease control . Leisure and tourism
. Fuel . Water regulation . Aesthetic
. Vegetal fiber . Water purification . Inspirational
. Biochemicals . Pollination . Educational
. Genetic Resources . Sense of identity

. Cultural Inheritance
Support Services
Necessary services to produce all other ecosystem services
Ground Formation Nufrients Cycling Primary Production
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REGIONAL STRATEGY FOR THE CONSERVATION AND
SUSTAINABLE USE OF HIGH-ANDEAN WETLANDS

Mission

To presenve andwisely usew etlands and w etland com-
plexes that are part of the paramo, jalca and puna ecosys-
tems, which are functionally associated, as well as other
High Andean formations, in order to reinforce the regional
processes that lead to maintaining biodiv ersity and assuring
the supply of environmental goods and sew ices offered by
these environments to the local communities and to the pub-
lic in general.

Vision

Within the next ten y ears countries that are part of this strat-
egy will dev elop an integrative and regional management

sy stem of High-Andean w etlands thatwill contribute to the
supply of environmental goods and sewices and the conser-
vation of biodiversity related to them.

General Objective

has the objectiv e of promoting sustainable use and conser-
vation of the High-Andean wetlands through the implementa-
tion of a long-term regional management process among the
involved countries, in order to maintain the goods and ser-
vices provided by the wetlands and reduce the existing im-
pacts and threats.

. -,
v\.g; Special Topic: ™

h-Andean Wetlands

Specific Objectives

Objective 1. Develop a sharedvision of the High-Andean

w etlands through coordination mechanisms and strengthen-
ing of regional capacities.

Objective 2. Complete and improv e the scientific and techni-
cal knowledge on High-Andean w etlands and other function-
ally related ecosystems, in order to support their sustainable
use and conservation.

Objective 3. Promote conservation, management and sus-
tainable use of natural and cultural resources of High-
Andean weflands, and the goods and sev ices related to
them, through appropriate management.

Objective 4. Strengthen education and communication proc-
esses to increase public avareness on the importance and
v alue of High-Andean w etlands.

Objective 5. Achieve articulation of wetland conservation
policies among the countries in the region.

Objective 6. Design and implement a follow -up and assess-
ment system for the wetlands strategy, in order to guarantee
sustainability in the mid and long terms, at a regional, na-
tional and local level.

The High-Andean Wetlands strategy was dev eloped to support the implementation of the resolution VIII.39 “High-Andean
Wetlands as Strategic Ecosystems’. The strategy was approved by the Confracting Parties to the Ramsar Conv ention
through the Resolution [X.7 “Regional Initiatives un the Ramsar Conv ention Framework”.

The High-Andean Wetlands strategy is endorsed by the Ramsar focal points of seven Andean countries (Argentina, Bo-
livia, Colombia, Chile, Ecuador, Peru and Venezuela) and Costa Rica, the Ramsar Convention Secretariat, international
organizations (IUCN, WWF, Wetlands International, BirdLife International) the Paramo Group, the High Andes Flamingos
Conserv ation Group (GCFA for its initials in Spanish) and CREHO.

For more information contact: info@creho.org
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PERU NAMES ANOTHER HIGH-ANDEAN WETLAND

Per( has designated Humedal Lucre - Huacarpay (1,979
hectares, 13°37'S 071°44'W) as its eleventh Wetland of
International Importance, effective 23 September 2006.

The new site is situated at an altitude of 3,020 meters and
comprises four pemanent and one temporary lagoons, o
swamps and wo rivers. It belongs to the Pikillagta Archaeo-
logical Park and the National Tourist Reserve.

This wetland provides considerable food and refuge to v ari-
ous threatened
(Falco femoralis,
Falco peregrinus,
Jabiru mycteria)
and endemic
(Oreonympha nobi-
lis, Asthenes of-
tonis, Poospiza
caesar) avian spe-
cies, making it pos-
sible to identify
over 70 such spe-
cies throughout the
year.

Among the most
numerous flora arev arious species of cacti and the
"Algarrobo" tree (Prosopis lagvigata), which at 3,100 meters
AMSL probably has the highest altitude of its disfribution in
South America.

The ov erexploitation of resources constitutes an important
threat to the site, which is in turn facilitated by uncertainty
about the ow nership of the land.

For more information v isit: www.ramsar.org
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LiST OF HIGH-ANDEAN RAMSAR SITES

Country

Ramsar Site

Argentina

Laguna de los Pozuelos

Lagunas de Vilama
Reserva Provincial Laguna Brava
Parque Provincial El Tromen

Bolivia

Laguna Colorada

Lago Titicaca (sector boliviano)
Cuenca de Tajzara

Lagos Poop6 y Uru Uru

Chile

Salar de Surire

Salar de Huasco

Salarde Tara

Sistema Hidrolégico de Soncor
(pre-puna)

Laguna del Negro Francisco y Laguna
Santa Rosa

Colombia

Laguna de la Cocha

Ecuador

Sistema lagunar del Parque Naconal

El Cajas B
Complejo de Humedales Nucanchi-
Turopamba

Peru

Lago liticaca (sector peruano)

Lago Junin

Laguna del Indio y Dique de los
Espafioles

Bofedales y Laguna de Salinas
Humedal Lucre — Huacarpay

Venezuela

North limtofthe region in the paramo:

Costa Rica

Turberas de Talamanca

Source: Ramsar Secretariat, Ociober, 2006
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COOPERATION AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CHILEAN

gh-Andean Wetlands

Andean flamingo (Phoenicoparrus andinus), the puna fla-

NATIONAL FORESTRY SERVICE AND THE MINING COMPANY mingo (Phoenicoparrus jamesi), and the Horned Coot (Fulica

MARICUNGA

This agreementw as born out of the need to implement the
strategic guidelines proposed in the Action Plan for Conser-
vation and Sustainable use of High-Andean w etlands, as
well as to incorporate the private sector in the conserv ation
of these ecosystems. Many activities in the action plan have
been implemented thanks to this agreement, starting with
biological monitoring and resource protection.

In regards to biological monitoring, the specific actiities car-
ried out correspond to fauna census, especially high-Andean
birds. Summer and aw inter censuses w ere carried outsi-
multaneously with the neighboring countries (Peru, Bolivia
and Argentina), who sharew etlands occupied by the birds.
These censuses hav e the primary objective of determining
the migratory flow s of birds throughout seasons.

These censuses placed a special emphasis on the species
with conservation problems like three South American fla-
mingos, the Chilean flamingo (Phoenicopterus chilensis), the

cornuta).

The Lagoons forming the Nevado de Tres Cruces National
Park, administered by CONAF-Atacama, declared Ramsar
sites in 1996, are part of the scope of the census.

In regards to the resource protection, the main activity has
been cleaning campaigns in the protected areas and buffer
zones, eliminating environmental passives, improving the
quality of life of the wildlife and reinforcing the beauty of
natural landscapes.

Source: Departamento Patrimonio Silvestre
CONAF-Atacama-Chile

For more information:
Visit: www.conafcl
Write to: cristian.rivera@conaf.cl, jsotov @conaf.cl




Ramsar
CREHO
Centro Regional
para el Hemisferio
Occidental

EVENTS AND WORKSHOPS

CALL FOR APPLICATIONS: INTERNATIONAL T RAINING PRO-
GRAMME ON TRANSBOUNDARY WATER RESOURCE MAN-
AGEMENT

In South Africa, March 19-30, 2007
In Sweden, June 11-15, 2007

The general programme objectiv e is to contribute to an im-
prov ed ability of the participants to identify the advantages
that are associated with realistic and operational trans-
boundary agreements. At the end of the programme, all par-
ticipants will host an institution-w ide seminar as well as final-
ize a personal situation analy sis of a ransboundary water
management case. The programme starts with a compulsory
workshop at the participants' home insfitutions.

Last application date: November 17, 2006.

To dow nload the course brochure and application form, visit:
http:/Mww siwi.org/courses/coursesgeneral.html

2007-2008
KATHRYN FULLER FELLOWSHIP

World Wildlife Fund is announcing the opening of its 2007-
2008 Kathry n Fuller Fellowship competition. Tw o post
doctoral fellowships will be awarded for a wo y ear period to
individuals with outstanding research proposals that are of
fundamental and immediate importance to global biodiversity
conserv ation.

ForuM:

THE FISHING INDUSTRY
TOOLS FOR A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE

Place: Panama City, Panama
Date: November 20, 2006 °
Time: 9:00 a.m-12:00 noon
Organizr: CREHO
For more information: info@creho.org O

INFOWETLAND
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Fuller Fellows can be based at any institution, including at
World Wildlife Fund, and will co-advised by one academic
and one WWF mentor. Fellows are provided a stipend of
$50,000 per year, aswell as a $15,000 annual researchal-
low ance. Applicants should hav e received a doctorate de-
gree betw een January 2002 and January 2007.

The deadline for applications is November 15, 2006. Offers
will be made in the spring of 2007, with fellow ships to begin
in the fall of 2007.

For more information visit: http:/www .worldwildlife.org/
fellow ships/fuller-fellow _terms.cfm

THE 3RD NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON COASTAL AND ES-
TUARINE HABITAT RESTORATION

December 9-13, 2006 in New Orleans, LA at the Hilton Ri-
verside Hotel

This Conference is the premier national gathering of the
coastal habitat restoration community . With 1,500 partici-
pants, itwill bring timely national attention to the challenges
and opportunities for coastal and estuarine restoration - at all
scales - throughout the United States, and will emphasize
the challenges ahead in strengthening a national commit-
ment to coastal restoration.

For additional information, including the Conference Pro-
gram, Field Sessions, and Special Events, visit
www estuaries.org/conference.

Keynote Spealers:
The Marine Stewardship Council
° The Global Compact-Panama
CREHO
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WORLD WETLANDS DAY 2007

The second of Februaty is the annual
World Wetlands Day . It marks the date
of the signing of the Convention on
Wetlands on 2 February 1971, in the
Iranian city of Ramsar on the shores of
the Caspian Sea.

Our focus for February 2nd 2007 is on
wetlands and fisheries in recognition of:

« The needs of the one billion people
who rely on fish as their primary

source of animal protein

e The state of the worlds fisheries
where 75% of commercially important
marine and most inlandw ater fish
stocks are either currently over fished
or fished at their maximum biological
limit, and where the effects of unsus-
tainable aquaculture practices on wet-
land ecosystems are of growing con-

cemn

o The important role that inland and
coastal wetlands play in supporting
fish and fisheries at all levels, from
large-scale, commercial fisheries to
subsistence fishers, and from wild,
capture fisheries to farmed fish; the
critical role that coastal w etlands play
as spawning and nursery areas for
many marine species; and the urgent
need for effective management of
fisheries and the wetland ecosystems

that support them

o The adoption in November 2005 by
the Ramsar Convention of a resolu-
tion and annex ed guidelines on the
conserv ation, production and sustain-
able use of fisheries which commits
the 153 Contracting Parties to the
Convention to playing their role in
establishing and maintaining sustain-
able fisheries inw etlands

For more information:

http:/Mww.ramsar.orgivwd/7
wwd2007_index.htm
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